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order to weed them out, an ordinance was passed recently forbidding the citizenry to feed them.
Finally, water. Philadelphia drinks its own sewage, chlorinated. The City of Brotherly Love is, in fact, the only one of similar rank in the nation where the quality of the drinking water is a compelling problem. Both the Delaware and the Schuylkill are filthy rivers, slimy with industrial and human waste. One expert recently termed the Port of Philadelphia "the largest, vilest, and foulest fresh water port in the world"; its water is so tainted that, literally, it damages the steel walls of ships. Every day, some 350 million gallons of raw sewage pour into the 'rivers that are the city's only source of water supply. To create a proper supply, and to avoid the necessity of chlorination which affects the taste of the local water even though making it safe enough, would cost 150 million dollars. The industrial plants upriver would have to change their techniques in getting rid of waste, which is at present simply dumped into the rivers, and so many of them oppose projects for amelioration and reform.
A heavy blow came to Philadelphia in 1946. Wholeheartedly, almost with desperation, the city hoped to be the United Nations capital. The entire community bestirred itself, from top to bottom, to gain this prize which might have served to revivify it and renew its ancient distinction. But though Philadelphia wanted the UN, the UN didn't want Philadelphia.
Society of Friends
No community of people in America has a more substantial record in good citizenship than the Quakers. This goes all the way back to William Penn himself; Penn's laws were a hundred years in advance of his time, and the Quaker precepts of diligence, modesty, and firm belief in the fundamental goodness of man worked their way deep into the life of the .commonwealth. Came the Revolution, and the Quakers resigned in a body from the legislature rather than support any military action. Then opened what historians call the "Period of Quietism," and gradually Quaker participation in public affairs diminished. Meantime, however, the faith spread widely. For a time the Friends dominated New Jersey and Delaware as well as Pennsylvania; they held the balance of power in Maryland, and had considerable importance as far afield as Rhode Island and North Carolina.8
Today Pennsylvania is still the citadel of Quakerism, though some other states have more members, for instance Indiana. Mostly the influence of the Friends, in and around Philadelphia, is intangible, an invisible
8 This is the more remarkable in that the Friends, unlike the Mormons whom they resemble in some respects, were never direct colonizers; they never went into politics or worldly affairs as an organization.